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Building Reminder 

If you are on the building premises or 

coming to the building for any activity 

involving the club or building – your dog 

must be on lead. NO EXCEPTIONS! 

No flexi leads on the club premises 

IDEAS OR QUESTIONS 

The AAKA Officers and Board of 

Directors welcome any AAKA member to 

address the board with any ideas or 

questions.  Any member may meet with the 

board or submit their ideas or questions in 

writing to the board to be discussed.  If you 

would like to meet with the board, all you 

need to do is contact any board member to 

be put on the agenda.  You will then be 

given a time to meet with the board prior to 

the start of the regular monthly meeting 

held on the third Tuesday of the month at 

the AAKA club building.  If you prefer to 

submit something in writing to be 

discussed, you may give it to any board 

member or put it in the payment box at the 

top of the stairs.  Again, the board 

welcomes any AAKA member to address 

the board with any ideas or questions. 

Amy Sheehan  President  

Nancy Porta  Vice-President 

Darlene Ormsby  Secretary 

Kathie Crist     Treasurer 

Stacey Imler  Board Member 

Marycarole Brannigan Board Member 

Gary Creamer  Board Member 

Ginny Winters  Board Member 

Tammy Perkins   Board Member 

Items for publication in Puppy Patter, including articles, show wins, club news, etc., 

must be submitted in writing by the END of the month.   

Editor:  Jenn Monroe, 914 2nd Ave, Altoona, PA 16602 

E-mail: jennsnyder64@gmail.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS Monthly general membership meetings are held the fourth 

Tuesday of each month at the AAKA club building, 200 Basal Lane, Duncansville, PA, 

at 7:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome!! 

 

Any AAKA member is more than welcome to meet with the board to 

discuss a particular topic of interest or concern.  The board will be glad to 

meet with you prior to the start of the regular board meeting on the third 

Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. at the AAKA club building.  Please 

contact any board member to be placed on the monthly board meeting 

agenda.  

 

 

Contact List 

Membership List  

Tammy Perkins.   

For additions or corrections to the membership list, or for a copy, please contact 

Tammy via email at tammyp935@gmail.com  or call 814-935-0537.  

Building Rental  

Kathy Pike.   

To rent the building for $5 (member) or $10 (non-member accompanying a member) 

an hour, contact Kathy at Kap1967@hotmail.com or call 814-330-5652, Darlene at 

dormsby2@atlanticbb.net or call 814-932-5650, or Tammy at tammyp935@gmail.com 

or call 814-935-0537.  

Breed Referral  

Kathy Pike or Larry Wilson.   

For a breed referral, email Kathy at Kap1967@hotmail.com or call 814-330-5652; or 

email Larry at larryelmer@gmail.com or call 814-224-2803. 

Sunshine Person 

Connie Wilson 

If you know someone in the club who has had a death in the family, sickness, or is 

having a rough time, please email Connie at  larryelmer@gmail.com  so she can send 

them a card from the club. 

AAKA Web Page:   www.aakainc.com.   

To have news, events, or notices posted to the club’s website, contact:  Darlene 

Ormsby, dormsby2@atlanticbb.net. 

 

 

 

mailto:mail@tamsen.net
mailto:aussies4me@verizon.net
mailto:dormsby2@atlanticbb.net
mailto:tammyp935@gmail.com
mailto:aussies4me@verizon.net
mailto:larryelmer@gmail.com
http://www.aakainc.com/
mailto:dormsby2@atlanticbb.net
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AAKA Class Schedule  

AAKA club classes, which are scheduled for 55 minutes, are ongoing; and costs $42 for members 

and $60 for non-members for a six-week session.  Drop-ins are welcome at classes, but individuals 

need to contact the instructor prior to attending the class to check on room availability. If you sign 

up for a class and cannot attend, you need to let the instructor know. Also, if you decide to 

withdraw from a class, you need to inform the teachers so that others on the wait list can participate 

in the class. 

Class Schedule: Always check club calendar on www.aakainc.com! 

• Puppy K, Monday, 6 p.m. – Kelly Corl, 814-207-1635. 

• Social Obedience Skills, Monday, 7:15 p.m.– Kathy Pike, 814-330-5652. 

• Obedience, Tuesday, 4 & 5 p.m.– Marty Strawmier, 814-944-1927. 

• Pre-Agility, Tuesday, 6:15 p.m.– Nancy Porta, 814-224-0295.  

• Handling, Thursday, 6 p.m.– Kathie Crist, 814-623-8680. 

• Agility, Saturday, 8, 9, 10 & 11 a.m. - Nancy Porta, 814-224-0295. 

• Alliance Therapy Dog, by appointment, Jim Underwood, 814-943-3511 or Marycarole 

Brannigan, 814-674-8197 

• Intro to Scent Work, Friday 6pm after 1st of year – Tammy Perkins, 814-935-0537 

 

Note about Pre-Agility Class! 

Our club offers a Pre-Agility class annually.  The start date is usually in November.  This is an 

ongoing class after the initial 6-week session. Dog/handler teams are limited. This class fills 

QUICKLY -- many times before the class is announced.  If you wish to attend this class, notify 

Nancy Porta IN WRITING:  Nporta9730@atlanticbb.net  Your name will be added to the sign-up 

roster when Nancy gets your email.  It is advised to keep in touch with Nancy every month or so to 

validate continued interest.  Dogs need basic obedience skills and a reliable 'sit/stay.'  Contact 

Kathy Pike to join a Social Obedience Class:  kap1967@hotmail.com or Marty Strawmier to join an 

Obedience Class:  mfairwind@aol.com. 

 

Supplies Needed 

The club is always in need 

of paper towels, toilet 

tissue, garbage bags, 

cleaning supplies, Odor 

Ban, etc. Please add the 

club to your next 

shopping list. 

 

New Members: 

Mindy Dawson    Pamela Dudeck   Rachel & Madison Gurganus 

Mini Bernedoodle   Border Terrier    Collie, Pomeranian 

 

Laurie Lafontaine   Dorothy & Michael Akers  Sarah Williams 

Smooth Coat Collie   Poodle Mix    Mini Bernedoodle 

 

Bonnie Koss    Dennis Hall & Fran Kupksy 

English Springer Spaniel   Yorkie 

http://www.aakainc.com/
mailto:Nporta9730@atlanticbb.net
mailto:kap1967@hotmail.com
mailto:mfairwind@aol.com
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AAKA Club Building Guidelines: 

The AAKA club building is open following current building occupancy guidelines. 

In an effort to keep everyone safe, we continue to revise the building guidelines for everyone to safely enter the club building.  These 

guidelines are a zero percent policy to continue to use the club building until further notice.  We ask that you please bear with us as we 

continue to make adjustments as needed. You can find the revised guidelines and waiver on the club’s website:  www.aakainc.com.  

Prior to your initial return to the building, you can email your signed waiver to Tammy Perkins at tammyp935@gmail.com, leave it in the 

basket inside the door of the club building, or snail mail it to Tammy at 2517 Third Street, Altoona, PA 16601.  You cannot enter the 

building before signing and submitting this waiver.   

---Nancy Porta, Building Manager, has requested that you report any problem at the building to her as soon as possible at 

Nporta9730@atlanticbb.net or call 814-329-2993 (cell); 814-224-0295 (home).  If the septic tank alert sounds off, you can silence it, 

but please notify Nancy immediately so the tank can be pumped. 

---Kathy Pike, Rental Coordinator, has requested that you contact her to reserve the building at kap1967@hotmail.com or call/text 

814-330-5652.  For reference in scheduling, rentals will appear on the website calendar; Use the tab “Club Events” and “Calendar”:  

http://aakainc.com/club-events/calendar/.  To better utilize the club building for all members, anyone who uses the building and 

decides not to come to the building during their reserved time slot (whether it be for classes or for training) must contact Kathy as soon 

as possible so that the rental can be removed from the website and others can take advantage of using the building. It is preferred that 

individual rentals do not reserve for more than two consecutive weeks at a time unless no one else wants that particular time slot.  As in 

the past, club classes/events take precedence in building use.  Instructors will post class dates on the website calendar so others know 

when the building is available for use. 

---Darlene Ormsby, Credits Coordinator, has requested that you complete the credit form and put it in the credit box inside the entrance 

door at the building as soon as credits are used or earned.  Feel free to contact her with any credit question at 

dormsby2@atlanticbb.net or text 814-932-5650. 

---Tammy Perkins, Building Key and New Member Coordinator, has requested that you contact her if you would like to become a 

member or obtain a key to the building.  Feel free to contact her with any membership or building key questions at 

tammyp935@gmail.com  or call 814-935-0537. 

 

Calendar: 

 December Holiday Party and Club Meeting  December 9, 2025  

-Will be at the US Hotel in Hollidaysburg, must prepay and RSVP to Tammy Perkins by 
December 1 

If you have a topic you would like to see presented at the membership meeting, please let someone on 
the board know. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aakainc.com/
mailto:Nporta9730@atlanticbb.net
mailto:kap1967@hotmail.com
http://aakainc.com/club-events/calendar/
mailto:dormsby2@atlanticbb.net
mailto:tammyp935@gmail.com
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Important Fees Update 

1. Beginning on January 1, 2026, the AAKA New Member Application fees will be as follows: Family-

$25; Individual-$20; Junior/under 18-$10.  In April, Membership dues will also be Family-$25; 

Individual-$20; Junior/under 18-$10 

2. Class fees for a six-week session will be as follows: $42 for members ($7/night) and $72 for non-

members ($12/night). 

3. Handling Class, Co-op, and Building Rental will remain at $5 per hour. 

 

Winter Building Reminder 

When you rent the building, please put ALL equipment used back where it belongs, set the heat at 55 

degrees, sign in on the clip board, and sweep before leaving.  With the cold weather, leave the bathroom 

door and closet door in the bathroom open to prevent pipes from freezing.  Snow shovels and pet friendly 

salt is in the tubs inside the door and may be used to melt ice. If there is a problem with the building or 

equipment, please notify the building manager, Nancy Porta, as soon as possible:  814-224-0295 

or nporta9730@atlanticbb.net. 

 

Pet Therapy Dogs 

Anyone interested in finding out more about dog therapy or want to get your dog tested for therapy dog 

certification can call Marycarole at 814-502-2702, or Jim Underwood at 814-330-3494. 

  

mailto:nporta9730@atlanticbb.net


PUPPY PATTER April - December 2025 

 

5 | P a g e  

A.A.K.A. Inc. 

 

Canine Enrichment 

Although physical exercise is great for our canine companions, exercising their brains is equally important. 

As the weather turns cold and snowy, there are many things we can do indoors to help beat the winter 

blues for our dogs.  

There are a variety of puzzles, snuffle mats, and food releasing toys that can be purchased at places such 

as Poochey Chef, Petco, Tractor Supply, Amazon, and Chewy.  

Let’s look at some ideas that you can do without buying anything additional: 

1.) Obstacle course 

You can use household items like cardboard boxes for tunnels, a broom balanced on books for a 

jump, and couch cushions to create an uneven walking surface. Other common items include 

chairs draped with blankets to form a tunnel, plastic bottles for weave poles, and a hula hoop for 

jumping through. This provides mental and physical stimulation for your dogs.  

2.) Roll treats up in a towel 

This is a lot like a snuffle mat, where your dog must root through the material to find hidden treats 

or kibble. 

3.) Muffin Tin Puzzle 

Place treats or kibble in some of the muffin cups and cover all the cups with tennis balls or small 

toys. Your dog must use their nose or paws to move the balls and find the food. 

4.) Cardboard Box Treasure Hunt 

Using one of your Amazon or Chewy boxes and crumpled up paper, hide treats or your dog’s 

favorite toy throughout the box. 

5.) Scavenger Hunt Inside 

Have your dog waiting and in a different room hide their favorite treats or toys. Release them to “go 

find” the treats you’ve hidden. This is a great way to get them moving and thinking. 

 

 

*Both images copyright to https://www.leaveit.com.au/ 

https://www.leaveit.com.au/
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2024 Award Winners 

Congratulations on 2024 AKC Awards!!  Congratulations to all the Handler/Dog Teams on achieving AKC Titles in 

2024.  A whole lot of training…, blood, sweat, and tears…, fun, socializing, love, and money went into achieving all 

those titles!  Not just Congratulations!!  But…, Super Congratulations!!  Don’t forget, you need to work at a minimum of 

four AAKA/AKC sponsored events this year to have the club pay for your 2025 awards. 

 

 

 

MEMBER DOG WITH AKC TITLES 

Lisa Bodenski MACH Cedar Point Of Know Return MJB T2B T2B2 

Kelly Corl Bella Notte's Third Day THDN ACT1 TKP 

Debra Dively Barnes' Abigail Mia Foxy Girl SBE THD SCE SWE SIM 

Jenn Monroe Ironweed Wildwood Flower FDC BN 

Tamsen Nuss 
Hillock's Ancient King Of Laconia MXPB MJP3 MXP3 PAX 

Hillock's Heart Of Romaine NA NAJ OA OAJ 

Darlene Ormsby 
Jana Lanstarr Grillin N Chillin FDC DCAT SEN SBN SWN SCA SIA SEA SBA SWA SCE SIE SEE SBE 

SWN CGCA CGCU 

Don Ormsby & 

     Nancy Porta 
CH Jana Life Of Riley SBNE SIE SEE SBE SWE SCM SBM 

Tammy Perkins 
Colossal Rotts Diva Winnie Khaos BCAT SIN TKN 

Mildred Mae DCAT SCN SIN SEN SBN SWN CGC TKN 

Nancy Porta 

GCH CH Jana Nick Of Time CGC 

CH Jana Only You FDC DCAT SIN SEN SWN SCA SIA SEA SBA SWA TKN 

Jana Lanstarr Part N Parcel FDC BCAT SBN SWN SCA SIA SEA SBA SWA  

Robin Quist 
CH Supernovas Phoenix Rising With Diamonds Over RRR NA 

DC Diamond's Hawke Soaring Thru The Triple R THD 

Amy Sheehan Karefree Smidge of Magic MJP MXP BCAT 

Wil & Diana Teeter 
Karefree Molly Blue Angel FITG THDA MXF 

Mejimo Dolly Dare To Dream CGCA CGCU THDN 

Pam Wales 
Aaric II RN RI 

Winjammer's Best Kept Secret Cache RN RI 

Larry & Connie Wilson 
Legacies Harper The Fearless One BCAT DCAT THDN THD THDA CGCA CGCU    

Legacies Moonlight Dancer Desirae BCAT NAJ THDA THDE 
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Brags 

 Nancy Porta’s Jana Fanefare, SBN, ‘Fanny,’ tested and passed her Canine Good Citizen and Novice Trick test 

under evaluator, D. Ormsby. 

 Nancy Porta and Dar Ormsby’s Chip had a great first weekend at Chambersburg Area Kennel Club.  Thanks to AKC 

Judge Amy Gau, “Jana Jiffin Good” aka ‘Chip’, was Best of Breed and Herding Group 1 in 4-6 Months Beginner 

Puppy earning 3 points toward his Puppy of Achievement. Chip was beautifully handled by Breeder and Co-Owner, 

Nancy Porta. (CH Snovali Dancing With Myself x GCH CH Jana Karefree Hustle N Bustle OA OAJ NF CGCA CGCU 

TKN). Just love this handsome fellow! 

 

 Six years and 96 Searches Later, Sheltie “Riley”, CH Jana Life Of Riley FDC FCAT SWNE SWM SCAE CGCA CGCU TKN 

ATT, owned by Don Ormsby and Nancy Porta, earned his AKC Scent Work Master Title (SMW) and an invitation to the 

2025 Master Scent Work National held at the Roberts Centre in October at Wilmington, OH.  Riley also finished his 

Scent Work Novice Elite Title and is closing in on the Advanced Elite Title.  Love to watch his methodical method of 

searching, but those two front brakes leaving the search area is best released by a whistle from his first love, Nancy 

Porta!  Thank you, Nancy, for this special fellow! 
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Jenn Monroe and June had an eventful summer, completing their Rally Novice title and Fetch Title at the May 

Westmoreland County Obedience Training Club, Inc show and started their scentwork journey! They completed their 

Scentwork Novice Interior and Scentwork Novice Container and have one qualifying run towards their Scentwork 

Novice Exterior.  

    

 

This group of canines and handlers had a great time at the October Loyalhanna Scentwork Trial! 

From left to right we have Jenna and Ember, Jenn and June, and Ruth with Rose.  
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This group had a great time doing scentwork at the November Nita Nee trial! 

Pictured from left to right are Jenna and Ember, Cori and Piper, Ruth and Rose, and Jenn and June.  

 

 

Jenna Grove and Ember started her scent work journey this year and she is doing amazing things! She earned her 

overall SWN (Scent Work Novice) title. Recently she started in advanced and has so far earned her SCA (scent 

container advanced). 
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Marycarole Brannigan’s collie, Poppy, passed her testing and observations with Alliance of Therapy Dog and is now a 

certified therapy dog. She will be joining her brother Banner making visits and bringing joy and smiles to many! 

 


