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Board Member

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS Monthly general membership meetings are held the fourth
Tuesday of each month at the AAKA club building, 200 Basal Lane, Duncansville, PA,
at 7:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome!!

Contact List

Membership List

Tammy Perkins.

For additions or corrections to the membership list, or for a copy, please contact
Tammy via email at tammyp935@gmail.com or call 814-935-0537.

Building Rental

Kathy Pike.

To rent the building for $5 (member) or $10 (non-member accompanying a member)
an hour, contact Kathy at Kap1967@hotmail.com or call 814-330-5652, Darlene at
dormsby2 @atlanticbb.net or call 814-932-5650, or Tammy at tammyp935@gmail.com
or call 814-935-0537.

Breed Referral

Kathy Pike or Larry Wilson.

For a breed referral, email Kathy at Kap1967@hotmail.com or call 814-330-5652; or
email Larry at larryelmer@gmail.com or call 814-224-2803.

Sunshine Person

Connie Wilson
If you know someone in the club who has had a death in the family, sickness, or is
having a rough time, please email Connie at larryelmer@gmail.com so she can send

them a card from the club.
AAKA Web Page: www.aakainc.com.

To have news, events, or notices posted to the club’s website, contact: Darlene
Ormsby, dormsby2@atlanticbb.net.
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Therapy Dog Information

Building Reminder

If you are on the building premises or
coming to the building for any activity
involving the club or building — your dog
must be on lead. NO EXCEPTIONS!

No flexi leads on the club premises

IDEAS OR QUESTIONS

The AAKA Officers and Board of
Directors welcome any AAKA member to
address the board with any ideas or
guestions. Any member may meet with the
board or submit their ideas or questions in
writing to the board to be discussed. If you
would like to meet with the board, all you
need to do is contact any board member to
be put on the agenda. You will then be
given a time to meet with the board prior to
the start of the regular monthly meeting
held on the third Tuesday of the month at
the AAKA club building. If you prefer to
submit something in writing to be
discussed, you may give it to any board
member or put it in the payment box at the
top of the stairs. Again, the board
welcomes any AAKA member to addless
the board with any ideas or questions.
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AAKA Class Schedule

AAKA club classes, which are scheduled for 55 minutes, are ongoing; and costs $42 for members
and $60 for non-members for a six-week session. Drop-ins are welcome at classes, but individuals
need to contact the instructor prior to attending the class to check on room availability. If you sign
up for a class and cannot attend, you need to let the instructor know. Also, if you decide to
withdraw from a class, you need to inform the teachers so that others on the wait list can participate
in the class.
Class Schedule: Always check club calendar on www.aakainc.com!

e Puppy K, Monday, 6 p.m. — Kelly Corl, 814-207-1635.

e Social Obedience Skills, Monday, 7:15 p.m.— Kathy Pike, 814-330-5652.

Supplies Needed

The club is always in need
of paper towels, toilet
fissue, garbage bags,

cleaning supplies, Odor

Ban, efc. Please add the

club to your next

shopping list.
e Obedience, Tuesday, 4 & 5 p.m.— Marty Strawmier, 814-944-1927. pPINg
e Pre-Agility, Tuesday, 6:15 p.m.— Nancy Porta, 814-224-0295.
e Handling, Thursday, 6 p.m.— Kathie Crist, 814-623-8680.
e Intro to Scent Work 1, Friday, 6 p.m. — Tammy Perkins, 814-935-0537
e Intro to Scent Work 2, Friday, 7-9 p.m. — Sue Williams, 484-619-5949
e Agility, Saturday, 8, 9, 10 & 11 a.m. - Nancy Porta, 814-224-0295.
e Alliance Therapy Dog, by appointment, Jim Underwood, 814-943-3511 or Marycarole
Brannigan, 814-674-8197
Note about Pre-Agility Class!
Our club offers a Pre-Agility class annually. The start date is usually in November. This is an
ongoing class after the initial 6-week session. Dog/handler teams are limited. This class fills
QUICKLY -- many times before the class is announced. If you wish to attend this class, notify
Nancy Porta IN WRITING: Nporta9730@atlanticbb.net Your name will be added to the sign-up
roster when Nancy gets your email. It is advised to keep in touch with Nancy every month or so to
validate continued interest. Dogs need basic obedience skills and a reliable 'sit/stay." Contact
Kathy Pike to join a Social Obedience Class: kap1967@hotmail.com or Marty Strawmier to join an
Obedience Class: mfairwind@aol.com.
New Members:
Stacey Imler Heidi & Rick Johnson Shannon Davidow & Christopher Diehl
Chocolate Lab Pomeranian Shiloh Shepherd & Labrador Retriever
Lisa Dively
Lab & Beagle
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AAKA Club Building Guidelines:

The AAKA club building is open following current building occupancy guidelines.

In an effort to keep everyone safe, we continue to revise the building guidelines for everyone to safely enter the club building. These
guidelines are a zero percent policy to continue to use the club building until further notice. We ask that you please bear with us as we
continue to make adjustments as needed. You can find the revised guidelines and waiver on the club’s website: www.aakainc.com.
Prior to your initial return to the building, you can email your signed waiver to Tammy Perkins at tammyp935@gmail.com, leave it in the
basket inside the door of the club building, or snail mail it to Tammy at 2517 Third Street, Altoona, PA 16601. You cannot enter the
building before signing and submitting this waiver.

---Nancy Porta, Building Manager, has requested that you report any problem at the building to her as soon as possible at
Nporta9730@atlanticbb.net or call 814-329-2993 (cell); 814-224-0295 (home). If the septic tank alert sounds off, you can silence it,
but please notify Nancy immediately so the tank can be pumped.

---Kathy Pike, Rental Coordinator, has requested that you contact her to reserve the building at kap1967@hotmail.com or call/text
814-330-5652. For reference in scheduling, rentals will appear on the website calendar; Use the tab “Club Events” and “Calendar”:
http://aakainc.com/club-events/calendar/. To better utilize the club building for all members, anyone who uses the building and
decides not to come to the building during their reserved time slot (whether it be for classes or for training) must contact Kathy as soon
as possible so that the rental can be removed from the website and others can take advantage of using the building. It is preferred that
individual rentals do not reserve for more than two consecutive weeks at a time unless no one else wants that particular time slot. Asin
the past, club classes/events take precedence in building use. Instructors will post class dates on the website calendar so others know
when the building is available for use.

---Darlene Ormsby, Credits Coordinator, has requested that you complete the credit form and put it in the credit box inside the entrance
door at the building as soon as credits are used or earned. Feel free to contact her with any credit question at
dormsby2@atlanticbb.net or text 814-932-5650.

---Tammy Perkins, Building Key and New Member Coordinator, has requested that you contact her if you would like to become a
member or obtain a key to the building. Feel free to contact her with any membership or building key questions at
tfammyp935@gmail.com or call 814-935-0537.

AAKA, INC. - 2024 CHARITABLE DONATIONS:

AKC Reunite-Hurricane Victims

Altoona Community Theatre-Penguin Project
Altoona Canine Arson Dog Unit

Bedford County & Central PA Humane Societies
Christmas Carol Foundation

Easter Baskets for Eli

Mending Hearts Animal Rescue

Mountain Lion Back Pack Program
Nardecchia Spay/Neuter Fund

St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry

Waly Warmth

3| Page
AAK.A.InC.


http://www.aakainc.com/
mailto:Nporta9730@atlanticbb.net
mailto:kap1967@hotmail.com
http://aakainc.com/club-events/calendar/
mailto:dormsby2@atlanticbb.net
mailto:tammyp935@gmail.com

Calendar:
March Membership Meeting March 25
- Fire Safety
April Scent Trial April 13
April Membership Meeting April 22
- Performance Sports (Obedience and Rally — Obedience)
Clean Kitchen in New Castle May 17
New Castle Conformation Show May 22-23
May Membership Meeting May 27

- Wrap up of Breed Show
June Membership Meeting June 24

If you have a topic you would like to see presented at the membership meeting, please let someone on
the board know.

AAKA, Inc. Membership Dues:

The AAKA, Inc. Membership Dues are now due! Upon completing the form you can either mail it to
Tammy Perkins, bring it to a membership meeting, or drop it in the lock box located at the top of the stairs
inside the club building. The form can be found here: Membership Dues PDF

** |f membership dues are not paid for by April 30, 2025, you will need to reapply for membership.

Perspectives on Ethical Dog Breeding in the United States Workshop

Join Abby Hodder, Penn State Canine Extension Specialist, in a one-hour discussion about her recent
experience with commercial dog breeders in the United States. This discussion aims to provide insight,
education, and a new perspective on how we view dog breeding moving forward. During this meeting,

Abby will discuss ethics, welfare, commercial breeding practices, and the people who inspired it all.

This event will occur on May 5, 2025, from 6-7 pm. Registration is required, with a $6 registration fee.
Pizza and beverages will be provided! Please keep an eye on your email for the registration link!
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ALTOONA AREA KENNEL ASSOCIATION, INC.
TRAINING BUILDING PROTOCOL
FOR EVERYONE'S SAFETY

(REVISED NOVEMBER 19, 2024)

This “Training Building” protocol is for the safety of ALL people using the AAKA, Inc. facilities. This policy
is for everyone using the AAKA Training Building. We ask that you be patient and bear with us as we work
through “Training Building” procedures based on current CDC Guidelines and make adjustments as
needed.

e AAKA, INC. BUILDING GUIDELINES: e S
1. Please do NOT enter the training building if you were
exposed to Covid and have Covid Symptoms. “CDC: Stay and
home and away from others until your symptoms are getting )
better and are fever free without meds for 24 hours, then Your symptoms are  You are fever-free

take added precaution for the next five days.” getting better (without meds)
2. Upon initial entrance to the building, everybody must sign a for 24 hrs
waiver releasing AAKA, Inc. of any liability. (Members have :
. . . . Then take added precaution
previously signed the waiver on the Club Membership

for the next 5 days
Application.) ';/lr‘
3. May use hand sanitizer when entering and leaving the "

building. Be responsible for your hand hygiene while at the building.

4. No mask is required, but you may wear one if desired; and please respect requested social
distance of others.
5. Please sanitize anything touched before leaving, using wipes and/or spray sanitizer for
example, door knobs, seating area, grooming tables, bathroom knobs, equipment, chairs,
etc.
6. May use community crate, but please sanitize the crate when done or you may bring in your
own crate and sanitize area before leaving.
7. Individual use of the building: Must sign in and out, as well as, pay for use of the building-$5/hour-
-member (cash, check, or credits) and $10/hour--nonmember guest.

e AAKA, INC. “CLASS” GUIDELINES:

1. Participants must follow building guidelines listed above.

2. Classes will be 55 minutes with 5 minutes remaining for cleaning/sanitizing everything

touched.

3.  Participants must exit building promptly after everything touched has been sanitized.

4 If entered in more than one class and have two dogs, the second dog may be crated in your
vehicle or you may use a community crate, but please sanitize the crate when done. You may
bring in your own crate and sanitize area before leaving.

At the discretion of the instructor, masks may be required to be worn in class.
To promote good public relations, instructors should ask visitors to sign the waiver and
quietly observe the class.

o o

HAND SANITIZER, WIPES, GLOVES, AND SANITIZING SPRAY WILL BE PROVIDED BY
THE AAKA, INC. (You are welcome to bring your own hand sanitizer.)
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2025 AAKA Sponsored Events:

April 13 Scent Trial at AAKA Training Building: PREMIUM
May 22-23 All Breed Show at New Castle
May 17 Clean Kitchen in New Castle
July 5-6 Fast Cat Trial at Latrobe
July 25-27 Agility Trial at Latrobe

July 24 Setup for Trial at Latrobe

August 2 OFA Eye Clinic w Dr. Ronald Riis: Form Click Here

August 9-10 Fast Cat Trial at Latrobe
October 11-12 Fast Cat Trial at Latrobe

October 19 Scent Trial at AAKA Training Building: PREMIUM

2024 AKC Title Awards Form

Altoona Area Kennel Association Members are eligible for a Plaque and/or Attachments for their 2024
AKC Titles, paid by AAKA if they meet certain criteria. The Plaque or Attachment can also be
purchased if criteria has not been met. Please use only one form per dog! Forms should be sent to
Amy Sheehan at 240 N. Gail Street, Hollidaysburg, PA 16648. These are due NO LATER THAN
April 18, 2025. Click here for the Form

AAKA April 13 Scent Work Trials - Alert! Finish!
We are exciting to hold two Scent Trials at our training building with the Buried Element and all skill

levels—Novice-1 Hide, Advanced-2 Hides, Excellent-3 Hides, and Masters-1 to 4 Hides; and one
Advanced Exterior Search/2 Hides. Dogs will search for Birch, Anise, Clove, and Cypress. If
interested in helping, contact Deb Dively. To get started with Scent Work, contact Tammy Perkins.
) . I} Excellent,
B . 3Hides

§#

Sand & Water

Masters,
1-4 Hides


https://aakainc.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/AAKA_SW-Premium_April13-2025_fnl.pdf
https://aakainc.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2025-Eye-Clinic-Registration.pdf
https://aakainc.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/AAKA_SW-Premium_October19-2025_fnl.pdf
https://aakainc.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/AAKA-Awards-Form-2024.pdf

Risky Ticks

Now that we are experiencing beautiful Pennsylvania weather, we are starting to take our dogs out into the
woods more which means re-exposing them to ticks. Despite the cold weather we had the past few months, it
is unfortunately not a cure for ticks. According to the February 15, 2025 Tick Research Lab of Pennsylvania
newsletter two species of ticks remain active in the winter. These ticks are the brown dog tick, Rhipicephalus
sanguines and the blacklegged deer tick, Ixodes sapularis. “In Pennsylvania, 78% of tick bites are from [the
blacklegged deer tick]” (Tick Research Lab of Pennsylvania). The blacklegged deer tick is the one most likely
to be carrying a tickborne disease, such as Lyme disease, anaplasmosis, and several others. The brown dog
tick can carry Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever and can live its entire lifecycle indoors.

How can we protect ourselves and our dogs?

Wear Protective Clothing! This includes wearing long-sleeved shirts, pants, and socks. Tuck your
pants into your socks and your shirt into your pants. Wear light-colored clothing that make it easier to spot
ticks.

Use insect repellent! Be sure that the repellent contains DEET, picaridin, or lemon eucalyptus oil.

Avoid Tick Habitats! It is advised to walk in the center of trails where there is less vegetation for the
ticks.

Check yourself, your dog, and others! Be sure to check in areas such as the scalp, armpits, groin,
and behind the knees.

Showering within two hours of returning indoors helps to remove any unattached ticks.

Keep your dog up to date on flea and tick preventatives. It is best to consult with your vet on what
product you should be using for your dog.

1 inch

Blacklegged Tick (Ixodes scapularis)

adult adult
female male aymph  larva

Lone Star Tick (Amblyomma americanum)

- -

Dog Tick (Dermacentor variabilis)

N
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Bark in the Park
May 17, 2025 10 am-4 pm
400 Lions Club Road
Newry, PA

We will meet at the park for a day of fun. This is an excellent way for our new members to get their dogs out for
an enjoyable day and meet other members of the club. There will be vendors, food, and DOGS! It doesn’t get
any better than that. More info to follow. If you have any questions, please contact Marycarole at 814-502-
2702.

Pet Therapy Dogs
Anyone interested in finding out more about dog therapy or want to get your dog tested for therapy dog
certification can call Marycarole at 814-502-2702, or Jim Underwood at 814-330-3494.
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