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MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS Monthly general membership meetings are held the fourth
Tuesday of each month at the AAKA club building, 200 Basal Lane, Duncansville, PA,
at 7:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome!!

Contact List

Membership List

Tammy Perkins.

For additions or corrections to the membership list, or for a copy, please contact
Tammy via email at tammyp935@gmail.com or call 814-935-0537.

Building Rental

Kathy Pike.

To rent the building for $5 (member) or $10 (non-member accompanying a member)
an hour, contact Kathy at Kap1967@hotmail.com or call 814-330-5652, Darlene at
dormsby2 @atlanticbb.net or call 814-932-5650, or Tammy at tammyp935@gmail.com
or call 814-935-0537.

Breed Referral

Kathy Pike or Larry Wilson.

For a breed referral, email Kathy at Kap1967@hotmail.com or call 814-330-5652; or
email Larry at larryelmer@gmail.com or call 814-224-2803.

Sunshine Person

Connie Wilson

If you know someone in the club who has had a death in the family, sickness, or is
having a rough time, please email Connie at larryelmer@gmail.com so she can send
them a card from the club.

AAKA Web Page: www.aakainc.com.
To have news, events, or notices posted to the club’s website, contact: Darlene
Ormsby, dormsby2@atlanticbb.net.
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Building Reminder

If you are on the building premises or
coming to the building for any activity
involving the club or building — your dog
must be on lead. NO EXCEPTIONS!

No flexi leads on the club premises

IDEAS OR QUESTIONS
The AAKA Officers and Board of
Directors welcome any AAKA member to

address the board with any ideas or
guestions. Any member may meet with
the board or submit their ideas or
guestions in writing to the board to be
discussed. If you would like to meet with
the board, all you need to do is contact
any board member to be put on the
agenda. You will then be given a time to
meet with the board prior to the start of
the regular monthly meeting held on the
third Tuesday of the month at the AAKA
club building. If you prefer to submit
something in writing to be discussed, you
may give it to any board member or put it
in the payment box at the top of the
stairs. Again, the board welcomes any
AAKA member to address the board with
any ideas or questions. 1 |
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AAKA Class Schedule

AAKA club classes, which are scheduled for 55 minutes, are ongoing; and costs $42 for members
and $60 for non-members for a six-week session. Drop-ins are welcome at classes, but individuals
need to contact the instructor prior to attending the class to check on room availability. If you sign
up for a class and cannot attend, you need to let the instructor know. Also, if you decide to
withdraw from a class, you need to inform the teachers so that others on the wait list can participate
in the class.
Class Schedule: Always check club calendar on www.aakainc.com!

e Puppy K, Monday, 6 p.m. — Kelly Corl, 814-207-1635. Now taking signups for May Class!

e Social Obedience Skills, Monday, 7:15 p.m.— Kathy Pike, 814-330-5652.

e Obedience, Tuesday, 4 & 5 p.m.— Marty Strawmier, 814-944-1927.

e Pre-Agility, Tuesday, 6:15 p.m.— Nancy Porta, 814-224-0295.

e Handling, Thursday, 6 p.m.— Kathie Crist, 814-623-8680.

e Junior Puppy, Friday, 6 p.m. — Trinda Roberts, 814-215-9462.

e Agility, Saturday, 8, 9, 10 & 11 a.m. - Nancy Porta, 814-224-0295.

e Alliance Therapy Dog, by appointment, Jim Underwood, 814-943-3511

Marycarole Brannigan, 814-674-8197.

Note about Pre-Agility Class!

Our club offers a Pre-Agility class annually. The start date is usually in November. This is an
ongoing class after the initial 6-week session. Dog/handler teams are limited. This class fills
QUICKLY -- many times before the class is announced. If you wish to attend this class, notify
Nancy Porta IN WRITING: Nporta9730@atlanticbb.net Your name will be added to the sign-up
roster when Nancy gets your email. It is advised to keep in touch with Nancy every month or so to
validate continued interest. Dogs need basic obedience skills and a reliable 'sit/stay." Contact
Kathy Pike to join a Social Obedience Class: kapl1967@hotmail.com or Marty Strawmier to join an
Obedience Class: mfairwind@aol.com.

Supplies Needed

The club is always in need
of paper towels, toilet
fissue, garbage bags,

cleaning supplies, Odor

Ban, efc. Please add the

club to your next
shopping list.

New Members:

Sue & Paul Frye
Doberman & Goldendoodle

Julie & Brian Lutz
French Bulldogs & Bernadoodle

Ruby Becker
MinPin
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Gail & John Murphy
Pomchi

Linda Nelson
Golden Retriever
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AAKA Club Building Guidelines:

The AAKA club building is open following current building occupancy guidelines.

In an effort to keep everyone safe, we continue to revise the building guidelines for everyone to safely enter the club building. These
guidelines are a zero percent policy to continue to use the club building until further notice. We ask that you please bear with us as we
continue to make adjustments as needed. You can find the revised guidelines and waiver on the club’s website: www.aakainc.com.
Prior to your initial return to the building, you can email your signed waiver to Tammy Perkins at tammyp935@gmail.com, leave it in the
basket inside the door of the club building, or snail mail it to Tammy at 2517 Third Street, Altoona, PA 16601. You cannot enter the
building before signing and submitting this waiver.

---Nancy Porta, Building Manager, has requested that you report any problem at the building to her as soon as possible at
Nporta9730@atlanticbb.net or call 814-329-2993 (cell); 814-224-0295 (home). If the septic tank alert sounds off, you can silence it,
but please notify Nancy immediately so the tank can be pumped.

---Kathy Pike, Rental Coordinator, has requested that you contact her to reserve the building at kap1967@hotmail.com or call/text
814-330-5652. For reference in scheduling, rentals will appear on the website calendar; Use the tab “Club Events” and “Calendar”:
http://aakainc.com/club-events/calendar/. To better utilize the club building for all members, anyone who uses the building and
decides not to come to the building during their reserved time slot (whether it be for classes or for training) must contact Kathy as soon
as possible so that the rental can be removed from the website and others can take advantage of using the building. It is preferred that
individual rentals do not reserve for more than two consecutive weeks at a time unless no one else wants that particular time slot. Asin
the past, club classes/events take precedence in building use. Instructors will post class dates on the website calendar so others know
when the building is available for use.

---Darlene Ormsby, Credits Coordinator, has requested that you complete the credit form and put it in the credit box inside the entrance
door at the building as soon as credits are used or earned. Feel free to contact her with any credit question at
dormsby2@atlanticbb.net or text 814-932-5650.

---Tammy Perkins, Building Key and New Member Coordinator, has requested that you contact her if you would like to become a
member or obtain a key to the building. Feel free to contact her with any membership or building key questions at
tfammyp935@gmail.com or call 814-935-0537.

Junior Puppy:

New to the AAKA class line up is the Friday night class, Junior Puppy! This class is available to
puppies 8 months and older. Puppies and handlers will learn marker and release words, stays,
heeling, sits, recalls, manners, and so much more. This class is taught by Trinda Roberts, a pet care
professional, groomer, and rescue foster. Contact Trinda Roberts at 814-215-9462 for more
information on this opportunity!
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Calendar:
AKC Fast Cat Trial, Latrobe, PA July 6-7
AKC Agility Trial, Latrobe, PA July 26-28
OFA Eye Clinic with Dr. Ronald Riis August 3
AKC Fast Cat Trial, Latrobe, PA August 10-11
AKC Fast Cat Trial, Latrobe, PA October 12-13
AKC Scentwork Trial, Altoona, PA October 20

Thank you, Tamsen Nuss, for leading us through the program “Who We Are, What We Do” to highlight
to our membership what we do and what we have to offer, during the March membership meeting.

Thank you, Nancy Porta, on the wonderful presentation on Scent Work at the April membership meeting!
We learned a lot about training for scent work and enjoyed the demonstrations!

Thank you, Mending Hearts, on the informative presentation at the May membership meeting. It was
great to hear about the work that the rescue does to try to provide quality care for the animals in their
rescue. We also enjoyed meeting two of the dogs that are currently in their care.

Join us at the June membership meeting to meet Abby Hodder, Penn State Extension’s Canine
Behavioral Welfare specialist, as she tells us a little bit about herself and her role at Penn State!

Eye Clinic:

On August 3 Dr. Ronald Riis will be coming to the Altoona Area Kennel Association to conduct eye
exams! This opportunity is great not just for dogs that you plan to breed but for any dog. It is helpful to
know what is going on in your dogs eyes to help keep your dog healthy and happy. To participate in
the eye clinic please refer to this PDF: AAKA Eye Clinic Reqistration Form

The deadline for registration is July 22, 2024

At my funeral, check
my pockets

I will probably have a
dog biscuit and poo
bag in there &
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https://aakainc.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024-Eye-Clinic-Registration.pdf

Agility Trial

The April Agility trials are in the books once again; and it was a bitter sweet weekend as this was our
last April trial. Wow! What a great agility weekend for a sendoff!l Congratulations on the Qs and/or
almost Q’s; and just having fun with the dogs and socializing throughout the weekend! But, most
importantly, thank you for helping at this monumental event! It takes a village to keep things moving
smoothly; and all the workers were amazing!!

1. Thank you, Friday setup workers! Setup was so extremely smooth with the new setup design;
and was done in record time!! Thank You!

2. Thank you, Saturday and Sunday trial workers, for hopping in without hesitation and covering the
jobs to keep the rings running smoothly; and especially, those who stayed Sunday to work the last
class in each ring to get done! Thank You!

3. Thank you to those who helped the bulk of the day or days without having a dog to run! Thank
you! Thank You! Thank You!

4. Thank you, “Sunday Cleanup People” for sticking around and putting the facility back as BnD
requests; and for hanging in there until the judges and secretaries were done! Thank you!

5. Thank you to the those that met at the building and carried everything back up the steps... That
was awesome! Thank you!

6. Areally BIG THANK YOU to Tamsen for stepping in as Chair on Sunday and those who filled in
for people who couldn’t be there to help!!

There were lots of great feedback comments for a great weekend of agility; and we definitely couldn’t
do it without all the volunteers!!
Thank you and thank you some more for a great last April Agility Trial Weekend!

Dar Ormsby
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May 2024 Conformation Show

The 2024 Memorial Day Cluster Dog Show is in the record books and a great success. A special
thank you to all who made the trip to New Castle to clean the kitchen, help during our show days,
exhibit, or just visit and enjoy the dogs and socialize. We know it’s not close and being in the middle
of the week makes it difficult for some to volunteer, but somehow you show up just when we need
you. The food was great, and the raffle baskets were a hit. Thanks to those who donated raffle items
and bought raffle tickets, we made $665. A special thanks to those who donated money to sponsor
trophies and towels for the groups. All the donations were a big help to defray some of our costs. It
takes a village to pull off great successful shows and you all are the best. Thank you!
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Upcoming AAKA Trials and Premiums

AKC Fast Cat Trial

Premium — Click Here
AKC Agility Trial

Premium — Click Here
AKC Fast Cat Trial

Premium — Click Here
AKC Fast Cat Trial

Premium — Click Here
AKC Scentwork Trial

Premium — Click Here
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July 6-7, 2024

July 26-28, 2024

August 10-11, 2024

October 12-13, 2024

October 20, 2024
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http://aakainc.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/AAKA-Fast-Cat-Premium-240706-07.pdf
https://aakainc.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Premium-List-2024-07-AAKA-rev1-1.pdf
http://aakainc.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/AAKA-Fast-Cat-Premium-240810-11.pdf
http://aakainc.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/AAKA-Fast-Cat-Premium-241012-13.pdf
https://aakainc.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/AAKA_SW-Premium_October-20-2024_fnl.pdf

Correspondence

Correspondence from the Central PA Humane Society after receiving our holiday donations. Thank
you everyone for your donations!

Central Pennsylvania Humane Society
1837 East Pleasant Vallcy Boulevard
Altoona, PA 16602

Phone (814) 942-5402 Fax (814) 942-8505
www.centralpahumanc.org

January 16, 2024

Tammy Perkins
2517 3rd St
Altoona PA 16601

Dear Tammy,

We at the Central Pennsylvania Humane Society want to thank you for your generous
donation of $120.00, bleach, cat supplies, dog treats, office supplies, paper towels, bowls,
and diapers for our furry friends. It's wonderful to know there are caring individuals like
you who are concerned about the problems of the pet overpopulation, health, and well-
being of animals. Thank you for your continued support!

You are always welcome to visit our animals in person at the shelter or browse our website
at www.centralpahumane.org to see all the amazing animals waiting for new homes.

On behalf of those who will benefit from your generosity, we thank you again.

Sincerely,

The Employees & Board of Directors of the Central Pennsylvania Humane Society

This letter will serve as your official tax receipt. Thank you.

For your records, our Tax ldentification Number is 25-6071449. Disclosure: The official registration and
financial information of the Central PA Humane Society may be obtained from the Pennsylvania
Department of State. Call this toll-free number from within Pennsylvania. (800) 732-0999.
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Nymph Ticks

Recently released on May 14 from the Tick Research Lab of Pennsylvania, in partnership with East
Stroudsburg University, was some information on Nymph ticks. Nymph ticks are tiny but also
dangerous to us and our canine companions. Here is what their newsletter had to say:

“What You Need to Know About Nymph Ticks:

Size and Appearance
Nymph ticks are smaller than adult ticks, making them harder to spot. They are typically the size of a
poppy seed.

Habitats
These ticks are commonly found in wooded areas, grassy fields, and around bodies of water. They
thrive in humid environments.

Health Risks

Nymph ticks are vectors for various diseases, which they can transmit at this stage of their life cycle.
This is important to know because 33.3% of nymphs tested in 2023 carried at least 1 tickborne
iliness, while 3.93% carried 2 or more tickborne illnesses.

Preventative Measures

Due to their size, on average these ticks will feed for 18 hours before a person detects them. It's
important to conduct thorough tick checks looking for these tiny ticks.

To protect yourself, wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants, use tick repellents recommended by
health authorities, and perform regular tick checks after spending time outdoors.

Stay Safe with Regular Checks
After any outdoor activity, thoroughly check your clothing, gear, and pets. Shower soon after being
outdoors to help wash off any unattached ticks and conduct a full-body tick check using a mirror.”

For more information on ticks from the Tick Research Lab please visit: https://www.ticklab.org/

Image courtesy of Erik_Karits on Pixabay
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Therapy Dog

Therapy dogs are the dogs that go into nursing homes, schools, hospitals, and other locations with the purpose
of providing therapy to individuals at those locations. We have an excellent group of therapy dogs within our
club that has gone to local schools and nursing homes, providing many smiles to the area’s children and
elderly.

If anyone in the club is interested in having your dog certified with Alliance of Therapy Dogs you can contact
Marycarole @ 814-674-8197 or 814-502-2702.

Also, Jim Underwood and Dani Rosenberry @ 814-330-3494

Any of us will be happy to guide you in the right direction to get your dog certified.

Congratulations to Ruth Kephart with her smooth collies Whisper and Rose for completing testing and
requirements to be certified as Therapy dog teams with Alliance of Therapy Dogs.

woeor THERAR),
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Also, congratulations to W|I Teeter on gettlng his certification with his little Sheltie, Dolly. Great job everyone!
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Congratulations to Lori Hazenstab and Rosey for completing her certification with Alliance of Therapy Dogs.
Rosey is a natural and does such a good job in her new job and everyone loves to see her.
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Newsletter Brags and Pictures:

Brags wanted! When sending your brags to the newsletter editor please put “Brag” in the subject
line. Pictures are welcome but the editor reserves the right to modify the picture to an appropriate
size that works in the newsletter. Due to the limited space in newsletter the editor also reserves the
right to hold a picture for a future newsletter.

Bella Notte’s Third Day “Victory” RN, ACT1J, CGC, TKA, VHMP, VSWI, FITG with owner Kelly Corl
had a stellar 2023 adding five new titles:

ACT1J, CGC, FITB, FITS and FITG.

We are headed into a "VICTORIOUS" 2024 as we begin our therapy dog ministry with Canines for
Christ.

Canines for Christ is an international Christian-based therapy dog ministry that uses ordinary people
and their beloved dogs to share God’s message of love, hope, kindness, and compassion to the
community.

Canines for Christ is an AKC Recognized Therapy Dog Organization.
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Tammy Perkins with Winnie & Millie both earned their CGC & their novice trick titles.
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Tammy & Winnie Tammy & Millie
Millie also her first leg in novice buried at the AAKA scent trial! Millie competed in Scent work at
MNDTC & got her Interior Novice & Exterior Novice titles. (first pics purple ribbons}

She also competed (scent) at NNKC'’s trial & got her Buried Novice title (with 2 first place finishes) &
her first container novice leg. (red ribbon)
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Indulgent Savannah Cyclone "Ginny" was awarded Winners Bitch/BOBOH and Owner

Handler Sporting Group 3 at the Friday AAKA Kennel club show in New Castle. Ginny lives in
Savannah, GA with my son & daughter-in-law but stayed with us while they honeymooned in Alaska.
Big thank you for all the club members that worked so hard to make this a fabulous show weekend.

Viv Koontz
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The Ormsby "Sniffers” started 2024 out with a bang at the Altoona Area Kennel Association, Inc.,
Mount Nittany Dog Training Club, and Nita Nee Kennel Clubs' AKC Scent Work Trials. Both boys
earned several placements and titles. We are hopeful for some Qs the rest of the year as "Riley"
moves into Master Elements and "Chilly" moves into Excellent Elements.

Fingers crossed for these Sniffers! Got to love them!

Molly Mae owned by Wil & Diana Teeter was ranked #6 by PowerScore in the Shetland Sheepdog 8”
category, for the first quarter 2024. Powerscore obtains scores from all AKC Agility Trials
NATIONWIDE. They rank the dogs for speed according to breed and jump height. Top 10 dogs are
selected and ranked by their speed. We are very proud of Molly Mae.
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At the ASSA Shetland Sheepdog Nationals, proud to say WelGlen Mejimo Wine And Dine owned by
Robyn Mills placed 4th in the brood bitch class. The Get was sired by CH Jana Life Of Riley FDC
FCAT SWE SCNE SINE CGCA CGCU TKN ATT

At the ASSA Shetland Sheepdog National, our group, Robyn Mills, Carol Metz, Nancy Porta, Cindy
Gaines, Carolyn Vack and Zana Friend won 1st place for the best decorated grooming space.

We got a beautiful rosette (3 ft long) and a free grooming space for next year’s National.

Our theme was PAWS TO FLAMINGO
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On Saturday April 13th at the Harrisburg shows, Ruth Kephart's Rose received Best Puppy In
Specialty Show. She then went on to win Winner's Bitch for her 3rd major from the BBE class in the
specialty to finish her championship. Pending AKC approval she is now CH Whisper's Red Roses For
A Blue Lady CGCA TKN FITS.

Jenn Monroe and June went to Latrobe on May 11th and earned their Farm Dog Certificate title. On
June 15th at the Mount Nittany Obedience and Rally trials June finished her Beginner Novice
Obedience title with a 1st place finish and got her first two qualifying scores in Rally Novice along with
a 2nd and 4th place finish. Pending AKC approval she is now Ironweed Wildwood Flower CGC TKN
BCAT FDC BN.

A.AK.A. Inc.



In Loving Memory

Certainty's Blazing Red Ember
12/2014 - 3/2024

We are not sure we can ever truly say goodbye but what we are sure of is that we had one heck of a
hello. Your determined spirit and loving heart was evident from the first day we met. You brought joy
to so many lives, from teaching young kids a new love of bird hunting to determinedly chasing a
tennis ball until the thowers arm gave out, you were 100% a labrador retriever, with the patience of a
saint, and our best friend. You are incredibly missed by many and we will patiently wait to see you
again. Rest well knowing you were loved your whole life and you will be missed for the rest of ours.
We are fur-ever grateful for ALL of the memories of our adventures and will lean on them for now.
Rest in peace Bad Puppy, we love you.

Don & Lora Hinkle with Molly, Mocha & Punkin
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