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Building Reminder 

If you are on the building premises 

or coming to the building for any 

activity involving the club or building 

– your dog must be on lead. NO 

EXCEPTIONS! 

No flexi leads on the club premises. 

 

IDEAS OR QUESTIONS 

The AAKA Officers and Board of 

Directors welcome any AAKA 

member to address the board with 

any ideas or questions.  Any member 

may meet with the board or submit 

their ideas or questions in writing to 

the board to be discussed.  If you 

would like to meet with the board, all 

you need to do is contact any board 

member to be put on the agenda.  

You will then be given a time to meet 

with the board prior to the start of the 

regular monthly meeting held on the 

third Tuesday of the month at the 

AAKA club building.  If you prefer to 

submit something in writing to be 

discussed, you may give it to any 

board member or put it in the 

payment box at the top of the stairs.  

Again, the board welcomes any AAKA 

member to address the board with 

any ideas or questions. 

 

Amy Sheehan  President  

Nancy Porta  Vice-President 

Darlene Ormsby  Secretary 

Kathie Crist     Treasurer 

Ashley Cambridge Board Member 

Phoebe DeGol Cohen Board Member 

Gary Creamer  Board Member 

Tamsen Nuss  Board Member 

Tammy Perkins   Board Member 

Items for publication in Puppy Patter, including articles, show wins, club news, etc., 

must be submitted in writing by the END of the month.  Editor:  Jenn Monroe, 914 2nd 

Ave, Altoona, PA 16602 

E-mail: jennsnyder64@gmail.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS Monthly general membership meetings are held the fourth 

Tuesday of each month at the AAKA club building, 200 Basal Lane, Duncansville, PA, 

at 7:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome!! 

 

Any AAKA member is more than welcome to meet with the board to 

discuss a particular topic of interest or concern.  The board will be glad to 

meet with you prior to the start of the regular board meeting on the third 

Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. at the AAKA club building.  Please 

contact any board member to be placed on the monthly board meeting 

agenda.  

 

 

Contact List 

Membership List  

Tammy Perkins.   

For additions or corrections to the membership list, or for a copy, please contact 

Tammy via email at tammyp935@gmail.com  or call 814-935-0537.  

Building Rental  

Kathy Pike.   

To rent the building for $5 (member) or $10 (non-member accompanying a member) 

an hour, contact Kathy at Kap1967@hotmail.com or call 814-330-5652, Darlene at 

dormsby2@atlanticbb.net or call 814-932-5650, or Tammy at tammyp935@gmail.com 

or call 814-935-0537.  

Breed Referral  

Kathy Pike or Larry Wilson.   

For a breed referral, email Kathy at Kap1967@hotmail.com or call 814-330-5652; or 

email Larry at larryelmer@gmail.com or call 814-224-2803. 

Sunshine Person 

Connie Wilson 

If you know someone in the club who has had a death in the family, sickness, or is 

having a rough time, please email Connie at  larryelmer@gmail.com  so she can send 

them a card from the club. 

AAKA Web Page:   www.aakainc.com.   

To have news, events, or notices posted to the club’s website, contact:  Darlene 

Ormsby, dormsby2@atlanticbb.net. 

 

 

 

mailto:mail@tamsen.net
mailto:aussies4me@verizon.net
mailto:dormsby2@atlanticbb.net
mailto:tammyp935@gmail.com
mailto:aussies4me@verizon.net
mailto:larryelmer@gmail.com
http://www.aakainc.com/
mailto:dormsby2@atlanticbb.net
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Pet CPR Infographic- Follow the link 

https://www.vet.cornell.edu/sites/default/files/BakerInstitute-CRPInfrographic-01102018_2.pdf  

 

AAKA Class Schedule  

AAKA club classes, which are scheduled for 55 minutes, are ongoing; and costs $42 for members 

and $60 for non-members for a six-week session.  Drop-ins are welcome at classes, but individuals 

need to contact the instructor prior to attending the class to check on room availability. If you sign 

up for a class and cannot attend, you need to let the instructor know. Also, if you decide to 

withdraw from a class, you need to inform the teachers so that others on the wait list can participate 

in the class. 

Class Schedule: Always check club calendar on www.aakainc.com! 

• Puppy K, Monday, 6 p.m. – Kelly Corl, 814-207-1635. Now taking signups for April Class! 

• Social Obedience Skills, Monday, 7:15 p.m.– Kathy Pike, 814-330-5652 

• Obedience, Tuesday, 4 & 5 p.m.– Marty Strawmier, 814-944-1927. 

• Pre-Agility, Tuesday, 6:15 p.m.– Nancy Porta, 814-224-0295.  

• Handling, Thursday, 6 p.m.– Kathie Crist, 814-623-8680  

• Rally Class, 2nd and 4th Thursday, 7 p.m.– Tamsen Nuss, 814-944-1339. 

• Agility, Saturday, 8, 9, 10 & 11 a.m. - Nancy Porta, 814-224-0295. 

Note about Pre-Agility Class! 

Our club offers a Pre-Agility class annually.  The start date is usually in November.  This is an 

ongoing class after the initial 6-week session. Dog/handler teams are limited. This class fills 

QUICKLY -- many times before the class is announced.  If you wish to attend this class, notify Nancy 

Porta IN WRITING:  Nporta9730@atlanticbb.net  Your name will be added to the sign-up roster 

when Nancy gets your email.  It is advised to keep in touch with Nancy every month or so to validate 

continued interest.  Dogs need basic obedience skills and a reliable 'sit/stay.'  Contact Kathy Pike to 

join a Social Obedience Class:  kap1967@hotmail.com or Marty Strawmier to join an Obedience 

Class:  mfairwind@aol.com. 

Supplies Needed 

The club is always in need 

of paper towels, toilet 

tissue, garbage bags, 

cleaning supplies, Odor 

Ban, etc. Please add the 

club to your next 

shopping list. 

 

New Members: 

Sandy Mehalko & Mark Prave  Jay Ziegler   Brenda Weyant 

Keeshond    Aussie    Border Collie, Mudi, Golden, Pom Mix, Aussie 

 

Lisa Marie Gorgas   Diane Buckwalter  Ruth Kephart 

Rottweiler    Labrador Retriever  Collies 

 

Kacy Rae Jenkins & Joshua Hiser Lori Hazenstab 

German Shepherd   Cavapoo 

 

Marcella & Bill Wright   Mary Kay Tomlinson 

Collies     Dalmation, Basset Hound 

https://www.vet.cornell.edu/sites/default/files/BakerInstitute-CRPInfrographic-01102018_2.pdf
http://www.aakainc.com/
mailto:Nporta9730@atlanticbb.net
mailto:kap1967@hotmail.com
mailto:mfairwind@aol.com
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AAKA Club Building Guidelines: 

The AAKA club building is open following current building occupancy guidelines. 

In an effort to keep everyone safe, we continue to revise the building guidelines for everyone to safely enter the 

club building.  These guidelines are a zero percent policy to continue to use the club building until further notice.  

We ask that you please bear with us as we continue to make adjustments as needed. You can find the revised 

guidelines and waiver on the club’s website:  www.aakainc.com.  

• Prior to your initial return to the building, you can email your signed waiver to Tammy Perkins at 

tammyp935@gmail.com, leave it in the basket inside the door of the club building, or snail mail it to 

Tammy at 2517 Third Street, Altoona, PA 16601.  You cannot enter the building before signing and 

submitting this waiver.   

---Nancy Porta, Building Manager, has requested that you report any problem at the building to her as soon as 

possible at Nporta9730@atlanticbb.net or call 814-329-2993 (cell); 814-224-0295 (home).  If the septic tank alert 

sounds off, you can silence it, but please notify Nancy immediately so the tank can be pumped. 

---Kathy Pike, Rental Coordinator, has requested that you contact her to reserve the building at 

kap1967@hotmail.com or call/text 814-330-5652.  For reference in scheduling, rentals will appear on the website 

calendar; Use the tab “Club Events” and “Calendar”:  http://aakainc.com/club-events/calendar/.  To better utilize 

the club building for all members, anyone who uses the building and decides not to come to the building during 

their reserved time slot (whether it be for classes or for training) must contact Kathy as soon as possible so that 

the rental can be removed from the website and others can take advantage of using the building. It is preferred 

that individual rentals do not reserve for more than two consecutive weeks at a time unless no one else wants that 

particular time slot.  As in the past, club classes/events take precedence in building use.  Instructors will post a 

class schedule on the bulletin board and/or on the website calendar so others know when the building is available 

for use. 

---Darlene Ormsby, Credits Coordinator, has requested that you complete the credit form and put it in the credit 

box inside the entrance door at the building as soon as credits are used or earned.  Feel free to contact her with 

any credit question at dormsby2@atlanticbb.net or text 814-932-5650. 

---Tammy Perkins, Building Key and New Member Coordinator, has requested that you contact her if you would 

like to become a member or obtain a key to the building.  Feel free to contact her with any membership or building 

key questions at tammyp935@gmail.com  or call 814-935-0537. 

 

 shared from Pinterest. 

http://www.aakainc.com/
mailto:Nporta9730@atlanticbb.net
mailto:kap1967@hotmail.com
http://aakainc.com/club-events/calendar/
mailto:dormsby2@atlanticbb.net
mailto:tammyp935@gmail.com
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Calendar: 

 Board Meeting:        November 21 

 Scent Work Sniff N Go at the Club Building    November 26 

 General Membership Meeting: Canine CPR/Heimlich Maneuver November 28 

 CGC Testing: 7:15PM-8:15PM       December 11 

 Christmas Party @ Marzoni’s, 6pm-8pm    December 12 

 Scent Work Seminar, Presenter: Kathi Gullace   February 10 

 

 

Rally Obedience 

The next 6-week session will begin on December 14th at 7:00 PM. The class dates will be Dec 14th, Dec 28th, Jan 

11th, Jan 25th, Feb 8th & Feb 22nd.  (every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month). The class is open to anyone that 

would like to attend and open to any level of dog.  

What is Rally Obedience? 

Rally obedience is an AKC sport where you and your dog navigate a course together. There are signs throughout 

the course where your dog performs the behavior on the sign. The courses are designed by the Rally judge with 

10-20 signs per course that include various turns and commands such as sit, down, stay, etc. The handler is not 

allowed to touch the dog but you can freely communicate verbally, clap your hands, pat your legs and use hand 

signals to praise and encourage your dog. As you progress through the levels (Novice, Advanced, Excellent, 

Master) the signs increase in difficulty.  

https://www.akc.org/sports/rally/get-started/  

 

 

https://www.akc.org/sports/rally/get-started/
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AAKA to Host Scent Work Seminar 

Saturday, February 10, 2024 

Scent Work is the most up-and-coming performance event offered by AKC. We're pleased to host our first-ever Scent 

Work seminar on Saturday, February 10, 2024. More details will be available in the coming months, but if you - or your 

dog - are interested in learning more about this fascinating sport, plan now to attend! 

 

Holiday Safe Food for Your Dog 

• Turkey meat (no bones or skin), sweet potatoes, and pumpkin are all safe, healthy foods to share with 
your dog. 

• Bones, sweets, alcohol, and fatty foods are all things that should be avoided by dogs. 

• Any fatty food or casserole risks triggering pancreatitis or other digestive upsets. 

Once the meal is over, and you’ve successfully avoided sharing any unsafe foods with your dog, it’s critical to be 
sure your day’s trash is properly secured so your dog can’t get into it, and undo all of your diligent planning. 

If your dog gets into something that they shouldn’t eat, seek help right away. In the event of an emergency, 
contact the Pet Poison Helpline or call your local emergency vet that offers weekend and after-hours services. 

For more information visit: https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/nutrition/thanksgiving-foods-to-share-with-your-dog-
or-avoid/ 

 

 

https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/nutrition/thanksgiving-foods-to-share-with-your-dog-or-avoid/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/nutrition/thanksgiving-foods-to-share-with-your-dog-or-avoid/
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Christmas Party 

2023 AAKA CHRISTMAS PARTY  

Tuesday December 12 - 6:00 PM Marzoni’s – Duncansville  

Celebrate the Holidays with your fellow club members at our annual Christmas party! The club will 

supply appetizers, and you’re free to order dinner from the menu. Please consider bringing a donation 

for the Central PA Humane Society. For needed items, consult the Wish List on their website. Bring a $15 

gift if you would like to join in the Secret Santa gift exchange. RSVP by Dec. 1, 2023 to Tammy - Call or 

text 814-935-0537 or email tammyp935@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tammyp935@gmail.com
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Newsletter Brags and Pictures: 

Brags wanted! When sending your brags to the newsletter editor please put “Brag” in the subject line.  

Pictures are welcome but the editor reserves the right to modify the picture to an appropriate size that works in 

the newsletter. Due to the limited space in newsletter the editor also reserves the right to hold a picture for a 

future newsletter. 

 

Fast CAT: 
 

Congratulations to all who earned new titles at our October Fast Cat trial and other Fast Cat trials 

this year! What a fun time for the dogs & handlers.  Join us in the Spring for the next trial. 

June – BCAT 

Millie – BCAT 

Charlie – BCAT 

Karma – BCAT 

Dash – BCAT  

Only – BCAT 

Party – BCAT 

Chilly – BCAT 

Nikki – DCAT  

Fielder – FCAT 

 

Fielder started fast cat in 2019, earning the turtle award for the slowest time & finally earned his 

FCAT in 2023.  YAY! 

 

At the Mt Nittany Fast CAT trial in October, Remi earned his FCAT and was invited to the Fast CAT 

Nationals for the 2nd year in a row!! 
 

           
June               Millie 
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  Charlie                 Karma 

 

    
  Fielder 
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 Party                                         Chilly Only 

                                                                                
                      Nikki                                                   Dash 
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             Remi 
 

Scentwork: 
These individuals qualified in various scent elements/levels. Saturday (11/4) was Buried at a 
Beagle Club in McClure and Sunday (11/5) was various elements at the Spikes Stadium in 
State College. 

Deb Dively (Sat/Sun) 

Nancy Porta (Sat/Sun) 

Sue Williams (Sat/Sun) 

Clare Burk (Sat/Sun) 

Darlene Ormsby (Sat/Sun) 

Lisa Davis (Sat) 

Tammy Perkins (Sun) 

 

Agility: 

Wil Teeter’s Sheltie, Karefree “Molly” Blue Angel,  earned her Master Agility Bronze Jumper Title at 

Loyalhanna Agility Club’s Trial , Latrobe, Oct. 28, 2023 

 

CONGRATULATIONS EVERYONE!
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