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Building Reminder 

If you are on the building premises 

or coming to the building for any 

activity involving the club or building 

– your dog must be on lead. NO 

EXCEPTIONS! 

No flexi leads on the club premises. 

 

IDEAS OR QUESTIONS 

The AAKA Officers and Board of 

Directors welcome any AAKA 

member to address the board with 

any ideas or questions.  Any member 

may meet with the board or submit 

their ideas or questions in writing to 

the board to be discussed.  If you 

would like to meet with the board, all 

you need to do is contact any board 

member to be put on the agenda.  

You will then be given a time to meet 

with the board prior to the start of the 

regular monthly meeting held on the 

third Tuesday of the month at the 

AAKA club building.  If you prefer to 

submit something in writing to be 

discussed, you may give it to any 

board member or put it in the 

payment box at the top of the stairs.  

Again, the board welcomes any 

AAKA member to address the board 

with any ideas or questions. 

 

Anne Schettig  President  

Kathy Pike  Vice-President 

Darlene Ormsby  Secretary 

Kathie Crist     Treasurer 

Gary Creamer  Board Member 

Tammy Perkins  Board Member 

Nancy Porta  Board Member 

Amy Sheehan  Board Member 

James Underwood Board Member 

Items for publication in Puppy Patter, including articles, show wins, club news, etc., 

must be submitted in writing by the END of the month.  Editor:  Amy Sheehan, 240 N. 

Gail Street; Hollidaysburg, PA  16648 

E-mail:  amy_sheehan@verizon.net 

 

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS Monthly general membership meetings are held the fourth 

Tuesday of each month at the AAKA club building, 200 Basal Lane, Duncansville, PA, 

at 7:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome!! 

 

Any AAKA member is more than welcome to meet with the board to 

discuss a particular topic of interest or concern.  The board will be glad to 

meet with you prior to the start of the regular board meeting on the third 

Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. at the AAKA club building.  Please 

contact any board member to be placed on the monthly board meeting 

agenda.  

 

 

Contact List 
Membership List  

Tammy Perkins.   

For additions or corrections to the membership list, please contact Tammy via email at 

tammyp935@gmail.com  or call 814-935-0537.  The latest membership list can be picked up 

at the club building. 

Building Rental  

Mark Criste.   

To rent the building for $5 (member) or $10 (non-member accompanying a member) an hour, 

contact Mark at 814-312-3466.  

Breed Referral  

Kathy Pike or Larry Wilson.   

For a breed referral, email Kathy at Kap1967@hotmail.com or call 330-5652; or email Larry at 

larryelmer@gmail.com or call 224-2803. 

Sunshine Person 

Connie Wilson 

If you know someone in the club who has had a death in the family, sickness, or is having a rough 

time, please email Connie  at  larryelmer@gmail.com  so she can send them a card from the 

club. 

AAKA Web Page www.aakainc.com.   

To have news, events, or notices posted to the club’s website, contact:  Darlene Ormsby, 

dormsby2@atlanticbb.net; or Amy Sheehan (newsletter), amy_sheehan@verizon.net 

 

 

 

mailto:amy.sheehan@mpiresearch.com
mailto:mail@tamsen.net
mailto:aussies4me@verizon.net
mailto:larryelmer@gmail.com
http://www.aakainc.com/
mailto:dormsby2@atlanticbb.net
mailto:amy.sheehan@mpiresearch.com
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AAKA Club Building Use: 

Mark Criste, Building Manager, has requested that you call his phone (814-312-3466) to reserve the building or report a 

problem at the building.  To better utilize the club building for all members, anyone who uses the building and decides not to 

come to the building during their reserved time slot (whether it be for classes or for training) must call Mark as soon as 

possible so that he can notify the membership that the building is available for rent or training.  As in the past, club classes 

take precedence in building use.  Instructors will post a class schedule on the bulletin board so others know when the building 

is available for use. 

AAKA Class Schedule  

AAKA club classes, which are scheduled for 55 minutes, are ongoing; and costs $42 for 

members and $60 for non-members for a six-week session.  Drop-ins are welcome at classes, 

but individuals need to contact the instructor prior to attending the class to check on room 

availability. If you sign up for a class and cannot attend, you need to let the instructor 

know. Also, if you decide to withdraw from a class, you need to inform the teachers so that 

others on the wait list can participate in the class. 

Class Schedule: 

 Puppy K, Monday, 6 p.m. – Kelly Corl, 207-1635. 

 Social Obedience Skills, Monday, 7:15 p.m.– Kathy Pike, 330-5652 

 Pre-Agility, Tuesday, 6 p.m.– Nancy Porta, 224-0295. 

 Obedience, Tuesday, 5 p.m.– Marty Strawmier, 934-5935. 

 Handling, Thursday,6 p.m.– Anne Schettig, 886-2371. 

 Rally Class, 2nd and 4th Thursday, 7 p.m.– Darlene Ormsby, 224-5650. 

 Agility, Saturday, Summer Session,– Nancy Porta, 224-0295. 

Note about Pre-Agility Class! 

Our club offers a Pre-Agility class annually.  The start date is usually in October.  This is an 

ongoing class after the initial 6-week session. Dog/handler teams are limited. This class fills 

QUICKLY -- many times before the class is announced.  If you wish to attend this class, notify 

Nancy Porta IN WRITING:  Nporta9730@atlanticbb.net  Your name will be added to the sign-up 

roster when Nancy gets your email.  It is advised to keep in touch with Nancy every month or so 

to validate continued interest.  Dogs need basic obedience skills and a reliable 'sit/stay.'  Contact 

Kathy Pike to join a Social Obedience Class:  kap1967@hotmail.com or Marty Strawmier to join 

an Obedience Class:  mfairwind@aol.com. 

Supplies Needed 

The club is always in need 

of paper towels, toilet 

tissue, garbage bags, 

cleaning supplies, Odor 

Ban, etc. Please add the 

club to your next 

shopping list. 

 

New Members: 

Gretchen & John Saboe 

gsaboe@yahoo.com  

 

Katie Musselman 

3003 5th Ave, Altoona PA 

Katiemusselman459@gmail.com  

 

New Applications: 

Shelley Williams 

107 DeVecchis St. 

East Freedom PA 16637 

cpmkephart@gmail.com  

Shi-poo 

 

Check us out online!  

 
Altoona Area Kennel Association Inc. 

 

Or on our website at: 

http://www.aakainc.com   

 

New Applications: 

Kimberly Stewart 

141 Campground Rd 

Ebensburg PA 15931 

KStewartRD@gmail.com  

Belgian Malinois and German 

Shepard 

 

Phyllis and Casey Kephart 

553 52nd Street 

Altoona PA 16602 

cpmkephart@gmail.com  

Standard Poodle 

mailto:Nporta9730@atlanticbb.net
mailto:kap1967@hotmail.com
mailto:mfairwind@aol.com
mailto:gsaboe@yahoo.com
mailto:Katiemusselman459@gmail.com
mailto:cpmkephart@gmail.com
http://www.aakainc.com/
mailto:KStewartRD@gmail.com
mailto:cpmkephart@gmail.com
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Annual Club Picnic:  July 23, 2019, 6:00 PM at Valley View Park in Altoona 

The Annual Club Picnic is Tuesday, July 23, at 6:00 p.m.  Guests are welcome and so are pooches!  Please let Kathy Pike 
know how many are coming with you and what you plan to bring to add to the array of food.  Hotdogs, hamburgers, and soda  
will be provided by the club.  If you’ve already indicated what you are bringing on the signup sheet at the building, no need to 
email that info to Kathy. Kap1967@hotmail.com 

 

OFA Eye Clinic: 

The Altoona Area Kennel Association, Inc. is holding an OFA Eye Clinic with Dr. Ronald C. Riis from Cornell University on 
Saturday, August 3, 2019, at the club building in Duncansville, PA.  The cost is $44 for the first dog and $42 for each additional 
dog.  Appointments must be pre-registered with Kathie Crist by Monday, July 22, 2019.  For additional information or 

questions, contact Kathie at karafast@live.com or call 814-623-8680 in the evening.  A flyer is on the website and attached on 
the last page (Page 7-8) with eye clinic details and registration form.  Please feel free to pass this information on to other dog 
owners 
 

July Agility  

AAKA Agility trial is July 27-28 at Latrobe.  Can you come and help??  We need lots of workers to run this trial smoothly. I’m 
working on the schedule soon so please let me know as soon as possible if you can help!  No experience necessary, we will 
show you what to do and all jobs are EASY!!  We are setting up on Friday, July 26, at 1:30 p.m. and can use some people for 
setup also! 
 

2019 All Breed Dog Show (May 2019): 

Thank you to all who helped clean at the fairground the Sunday before the show and to those who volunteered the day of the 
show. It rained a little but overall a nice time was had by all! If you were not able to attend, please consider volunteering next 
year.  
 

 

Breeder Referral: 

If you have not already done so, please contact Kathy Pike or Larry Wilson to have your name and contact information 
added to our Breeder Referral list. The AAKA gets quite a few inquiries from people looking for specific breeds. It’s helpful to 
be able to direct them to an actual breeder or owner. If you’ve already had your name added to the list, thank you for 
participating! 

 

mailto:aussies4me@verizon.net
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President’s Letter: 

Hi All, 2 big events down and one left. Our breed show was super great. The weather –other than a short shower- 
was not too bad. Fairly cool for the dogs and humans. Our entry was up – that alone is an exception. I did thank 
everyone before but for those who were not there, many thanks to Kathy P for all her work with MBF. Dar for the 
wonderful lunch and Nancy for the raffle baskets. And most of all – the members who came and worked. We can 
have lots of chiefs but we definitely need the Indians- without them nothing gets done. Thanks to Kathie C. for 
dealing with all the money issues – yuck! But she certainly has it under control.  
Next is our agility trial. Get your entry in the mail and give your workers form to Dar. Please help- if you do any 
agility- you should be there to help out. We also need help for the Friday setup so please keep that in mind.  
Classes are starting on the summer schedule so sign up if you are coming.  
We have our picnic in July. We are holding it at a park (Valley View Park). Kathy will tell you all about it. Something 
different and should be fun.  
The eye clinic will be coming up. We really need help with this event. I will get you!!  
At the June meeting, we have Brennan Myers talking about the financial aspect of the AKC. Hope to see you 
there.  
Pray for our members, families, troops, President and country. We all need it. 
Thanks 
Anne 

 

Calendar: 

Board Meeting:       June 18 

General Membership Meeting:  Brennan Myers, AKC Finances  June 25 

Demo at Garvey Manor, 1:30 pm       July 14 

Board Meeting:       July 16 

General Membership Meeting:  Picnic at Valley View Park, 6pm  July 23 

  AAKA April Agility Trial      July 27-28 

 

 

 

 

 

Brag: 

Mending Hearts Hannah Banana, 

TKE, was awarded her ELITE 

PERFORMER trick dog title on April 

30, 2019.   

Hannah performed a circus 

themed trick routine to be awarded 

this title. 

Hannah’s “circus master” is her 

handler, Kelly Corl. 

The ELITE PERFORMER title is 

the highest trick dog title 

awarded by AKC. 

Congratulations! 
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Cookin’ with Kelly!  

 

Here is the latest edition of Cookin’ with Kelly.   

With the assistance of the “Corl clan”, we selected something to celebrate 

SUMMER!  

 

 

 
Berries for dogs in general can be a great addition to the diet, and research has shown the many 

benefits berries have on health.  Aside from raspberries, the other three most popular berries for dogs to 

feed are: Blueberries, Strawberries & Blackberries – of course, these should be fed in moderation 

B E R R Y  Y O G U R T  B L I S S  

 
Ingredients 
1 cup pureed Berries (any you chose, I used blackberries, blueberries and strawberries) 
1/2 cup Plain Yogurt 
1 2/3 cup Whole Wheat Flour 
1 teaspoon Vanilla Extract 
2/3 cup Oats 
 
Directions 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit. 
In a large bowl add all ingredients and mix until well combined. Knead dough into ball and roll onto a floured 
surface 1/4 inch thick and cut with cookie cutter of your choice.  
Place on greased cookie sheet and bake for 15 to 20 minute. 
Cool and refrigerate. 

 

 

 

It’s Not Just Grain-Free: An Update on Diet-Associated Dilated 

Cardiomyopathy: 

https://vetnutrition.tufts.edu/2018/11/dcm-update/  

https://vetnutrition.tufts.edu/2018/11/dcm-update/


March/April 2019 PUPPY PATTER                                       

 

6 | P a g e  

A.A.K.A.  Inc. 

 

 
New AAKA Member Spotlight: 

John & Gretchen Saboe 

 
What started your passion for dogs? Our desire to have an interactive pet that can accompany us to various places.  

What draws you to those breeds? We enjoy Bernese Mountain Dogs because of the love they give, their need to be a 

constant part of the family, their easy disposition, and their desire to always want to meet new people. We also enjoy the breeds 

natural desire to want to work.  

What dog activities or sports do you participate in? We participate in training our Berners to be draft dogs.  

Tell us a bit about yourself…….John is a history/economics teacher at Altoona Area High School, where he also coach’s 

boys’ and girls’ volleyball.  

Gretchen works as a Care Manager for Blair senior services and volunteers at Mending Hearts Animal Rescue.  We have been married 

for soon to be 20 years this Oct and have 3 dogs and 4 cats. We are highly involved with the Bernese Mountain Dog Club of Central 

PA.  We also enjoy summer vacations traveling the USA visiting National Parks and have started to travel to other countries as well.  

 What is one thing that most people do not know about you? We have traveled to the Arctic Circle! 

Article submitted by Kelly Corl 
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